LIFE AND WORK^ OF VAZHAKLNNAM VASVDEYAN NAMBUDIRI

quite often beautiful word pictures of form, poses and situations
of sweet Krishna, made the audience weep with sublime joy and
bhaktL His inspiring ability to make them bow down and chant
aloud the name of Govinda seemed unique."26

Vazhakunnam stayed and worshipped at Guruvayur for four
years.  During that period he used to read daily the
Ekadasaskandha of Srimadbhagavatam sitting at the Mandapa at
dusk, after the Deeparadhana was over. Taccappilli Govindamenon
recollects, "only those who have experienced that nectar of music
can dream of it." He observes, "Lord Guruvayurappa and
Bhagavata were his Paradevatas."27

Wherever he went, whether it was in Guruvayur or outside,
Vazhakunnam used to invite the people to Guruvayur Kshetra
declaring, "I am neither an agent nor am I inviting you in that spirit
The Kshetra at Guruvayur belongs to the galaxy of great men like
Sri Sankara, Vilvamangalam, Melputtur, Puntanam and Kunnikkavu
Nambudiripad. That is the sacred temple in my imagination, which
is the property owned by all of them."28

Vazhakunnam was 27 years old when he had started wor-
shipping Lord Guruvayurappa, the deity of Guruvayur temple; due

26. K.P. Narayana Pisharoti, op.cit., pp. 15-17.

27. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit. pp. 148-49.

28. Quoted Ibid., p. 148.
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